
Celia Fraser: Life at Priory 
 

I joined Edgbaston Priory Club at 
the age of 11 as a performance 
player and since that time I have 
been a junior representative for 
the club in the AEGON Team 
Tennis (formerly NJCL). The club 
has supported me in my tennis 
development enabling me to play 
in national and international 
tournaments. I now play for the 
Ladies National AEGON Team, 
Warwickshire Ladies and in 
Division 1 Ladies League 
Doubles.  In September 2008, I 
enrolled on the AASE scheme 
provided by the LTA and EPC 
High Performance Centre, under 
the supervision of Adam Wharf 
and Leyla Ogan. It has provided 
me with a variety of opportunities 
including allowing me to combine 
my tennis with my A-level studies 
and the chance to begin tennis 
coaching. Under the enthusiastic 
and encouraging guidance of 
Leyla Ogan, I have gained my 
Tennis Leaders Award in 
December and more recently my 
UKCC Level  1 Coaching 
Assistant qualification in May. 
Currently, I am applying for a 
Tennis Scholarship in the U.S.A in 
order to further develop my tennis 
from the sound base that EPC has 
offered me over the past 6 years.  
I have made some long lasting 
friends at the club, and have great 
memories. 

������������	�
� �
���������	�

Our men’s and ladies teams 

had yet again another 

successful season. Both 

teams stormed through their 

early stages and both 

reached the play offs. Both 

teams battled well and 

qualified through to the 

national finals held in West 

Hants at the beginning of 

September. This year both 

teams had the experience of 

the coaches and the youth of 

the next generation coming 

through from the HPC. 
 

The men’s team had a very 

tough draw and were knocked 

out f irst round. They 

continued to play well and 

finished a very respectable 7th 

place.  
 

For the ladies team they beat 

Taunton 4-2 on the first day, 

having being 2-2 after the 

singles. In the semi finals they 

played Holcombe Brook who 

we lost to last year. The 

whole team played really well 

and we had a good lead 

going into the doubles.  We 

managed to take the doubles 

which put us into the final.  

In the final we actually lost to 

the strongest team there. 

W h i l s t  we  were  a l l 

disappointed to lose we 

cannot forget the fact that on 

the Saturday we all had very 

good wins and it was a great 

effort to get through to the 

finals. We have a great 

transition  of juniors going 

into the senior team, so there 

are exciting times ahead for 

EPC. 

AEGON National Team Tennis 

2009 Team Results 
 
BIRMINGHAM LEAGUE 
 
Ladies:  
 
Ladies 1st Team:  Winners Div 1:  
  
Ladies 2nd Team: Relegated from Div 1 
  
Ladies 3rd Team: 7th in Div 2 
  
Ladies 4th Team: 6th in Div 3 
  
  
Men’s:  
  
Men’s 1st Team: Relegated from Div 1 
  
Men’s 2nd Team: 3rd in Div 2 
  
Men’s 3rd Team: Promoted from Div 4 
  
Men’s 4th Team: Relegated from Div 4 
  
Men’s 5th Team: 4th in Div 10 
 
 
METROPOLITAN LEAGUE 
 
Men’s 1st: Promoted to Div 1 
 
Ladies 1st: 3rd in Div 1 
 
Mixed 1st: 2nd in Div 1 
 
Mixed 2nd: 5th in Div 2 
 
NB: The ladies first team went on to beat 
the winners of the Coventry League. 

First focus for the 

players is the newly 

n a me d AE G O N 

Premier league in 

place of National 

Junior club league 

wi th  Edgbaston 

entering 3 different 

teams at this level, 

boys under 12 and 

under 16 and girls under 18. All age groups were teamed 

against 4/5 other clubs from round the region in the preliminary 

group stages. 

The teams all got off to flying starts in their fixtures with one 

particularly memorable weekend with Edgbaston boys under 

16’s and under 18’s girls both beating Nottingham International 

High Performance centre in one weekend. 

For the under 12’s and under 16 boys it would all come down to 

their last group matches, the 12’s up against Leeds High 

Performance centre and the under 16’s would play Win 

International High Performance centre in matches that if they 

won would send them both into the play-offs.  It was a tough day 

all round and both teams came out on the wrong side of the 

result, with everything left out on the court they could hold their 

heads high, and look to go one stage further next year.  

For the girls the story was far more successful starting with what 

would be a critical win in their first match against Nottingham 

HPC, they then stormed their way through the group stages to 

win the group and book themselves a place in the play-offs, 

where an away fixture in Cambridge would be their task. As they 

had done previously the girls performed magnificently and swept 

them aside in a 5-1 destruction this now means they will head to 

the National tennis centre at the end of July in the effort to be 

crowned Premier league girls under 18 junior national 

champions. The girls team did not disappoint and took the title. 

Congratulations to Manisha Foster, Celia Fraser, Dionne 

Sanders, Anjoli Foster and Alanna Casey. They beat Connaught 

4-0. 

J u n i o r  T e a m s :  2 0 0 9  

Back L to R Luisa Cowper, Amy Jarrett, Katie Shaw, 
Manisha Foster. 
Front L to R Helen Lawson, Celia Fraser, Leyla Ogan 

In the local leagues our U10 and U17 

boys team not only won the North 

Warwickshire doubles league they then 

went on to beat the winners of the 

South Warwickshire League.  

In the under 10’s and 9’s where 

priory’s new crop of talent are quietly 

improving under the tuition of the 

coaches the boys under 10 team and 

the girls under 9’s played in the 

AEGON team tennis finals during the 

AEGON Classic at Edgbaston to 

decide the best team in the County. 

The boys lost in the final in a hard 

fought match against Solihull Arden, 

which was decided on a doubles tie-

break, the girls kept Edgbaston’s 

winning tradition going beating 

Blossomfield in the final to take the 

title. 

Warwickshire Team Finals 

North Warks Junior Doubles 

Ryan Gaskin & Alex Parker Hannah Crisp & Summer Yardley 

Ben Lee & David Taylor George McKeever & James Bird 

Anjoli Foster, Alana Casey, Celia Fraser, Manisha Foster, 
Dionne Saunders & Adam Wharf 

I hope everyone has enjoyed playing for the club and a massive 

thank you to all the captains for their commitment. 

At the end of the season a captains meeting was held. This was 

a great opportunity to find out who the core players are, if there 

were any problems in the teams, and how this can be improved 

for the future. 

We are aware that we are struggling to have core players in the 

1st and 4th men’s teams and the ladies 2nd teams. The outcome 

of this was to exclude the coaches in the squads as core 

players. The coaches will continue to play for the club, but will be 

playing for the AEGON national teams. The top juniors will also 

be included in the AEGON national squad and not take up a 

core place in the Birmingham League teams. We will still be 

entering the same number of teams in the league. The plan is for 

the core members of each team to move up a team, with full 

squads to be confirmed nearer the start of the season. If you 

played in a team this year you do not need to attend the team 

trials..  

Starting on Monday November 2nd there will be 2 outside courts 

booked out from 7.30pm-9pm for any male member of the 

squads. This is an great opportunity for all the men’s squad play-

ers to mix in, and create a great atmosphere. This will be organ-

ised amongst yourselves, please encourage your fellow team 

mates to come down. This will work well if this is supported. 

T h e  f u t u r e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

M e n ’s  M a t c h  P r a c t i c e  

INSIDE: 
 

Team Trial Date 

New Team Shirt 

Captains Reports 



M E T R O P O L I T A N  L E A G U E  A N D  V E T S  T E N N I S  
 
 
Men’s 1st: Captain Waldek Bujalski: 
Having been promoted to this Division only last year we did extremely well getting promotion to 
Division 1 this year loosing only one rubber in the first match against Hall Green during the 
season!  I’ve had a very well balanced team and played some juniors in the league accompanied by 
“mature” players like Robin Cull.  Youngsters (Freddie Porter, Jack and Ben Lee, just to mention the 
juniors) did very well and my thanks to all who contributed to the success. 
 
Ladies 1st: Captain Barbara Loyo-Mayo: 
 
Mixed 1st: Captain Waldek Bujalski: 
Well, we did very well in this competition ending up as runners up having lost to Four Oaks in the 
league just on the sets difference.  This is  our best position for a number of years now and again, input 
from young players such as Anjoli Foster (when we’re short of ladies on one or two occasions!) is very 
much appreciated.  One thing that I’ve learnt is that it’s not a trivial task to manage mixed team! 
Amendment to my last year report on Warwickshire Men’s Veteran League Division 2.  We came 
second in the Division and Four Oaks got promoted to Division 1 having slightly better sets won to 
played ratio.  We actually were better in the direct encounters with them having  drawn one and won 
the other leg.  However, I believe that the justice was done as, due to two more teams in the region 
joining Division 2, we got promoted to Division 1 anyway last year!  Well done to all of those who were 
disappointed last year.  In order to do well in division 1 we’re having regular practice/bonding session 
for the team.  Also, I’m pleased to say that some of the well established EPC players (including Ken 
Lloyd, Alan Purnell, Ralston Wilson and Micky Fallows!) are pulling their weight behind the team effort 
and will play in some of the matches and participate in some of the practice sessions!  This would 
certainly help us to develop our skills and to stay in the division, I hope. 
 
Mixed 2nd: Captain Paul Franey 
We had a very enjoyable season just narrowly missing out on promotion by 1 point. It was good to 
finally get into a league were we had a good standard of matches. 
Due to holidays and availability there were lots of different players utilized throughout the season. I 
guess our next step is promotion to Division 1 where we can compete with the 1st team. I would 
encourage everybody to make themselves available if they enjoy mixed tennis. 
 
Vets Men`s over 55: Captain Benson Greatrex 
Team reached the quarters of the national inter club by virtue of 2 walkovers  and then lost away  by 
one set vs Leicestershire LTC after a close match. The team was Benson Greatrex, Phil Siviter, Alan 
Purnell and Waldek Bujolski. 
 
Vets Men’s Over 70: Captain Ken Buswell 
The EPC over 70 team reached the quarter finals, but lost 3 - 1 to West Hants We will try again next 
year, but could do with one or two "young" players. 
 
 

Ladies 1st Team: Captain Katie Shaw: 
Our ladies 1st team after being promoted 

last year won Division 1 with one match to 

spare, so great effort by all team members., 
and then had to play Champions of Coventry 

League, of which we thrashed 4.0, so Priory 

Ladies 1st team, Champions of Champions, 

bring on the song by Queen. 

 
 
 
Ladies 2nd Team: Captain Dawn Hooper: 
The ladies second team battled well but unfortunately got relegated.  

 
Ladies 3rd Team: Captain Jo Hill: 

This year we had some very tough 
matches and managed through sheer 
determination to win enough of them to 
stay in division 2.  Other teams players 
seem to be getting younger or maybe its 
just that we are getting older! Never mind, 
our experience pulled us through matches 
that could have gone either way. 

Well done ladies. 
 
Ladies 4th Team: Captain Tracy Jordan: 

The Ladies fourth team don't have lows 
we only have challenges!! and boy were 
there some challenges this season. 
The weather became our enemy and we 
became quite adept at playing 
in  torrential rain whilst still smiling and 
determined to win!! 
We had to re- organise a number of 

games and the team were marvellous in the way they adapted 
and managed to rearrange their busy lives to play. 
We had some very tough matches but the team never failed to 
give it 100% and we achieved our aim of staying up and 
managed to finish in a very respectable position. 
We lost Deb Leighton so were down one player and we also 
discovered aches and pains in joints we didn't know we had!! So 
well done Ladies Fourth from your very proud Captain!!. 

Men’s 1st Team: Captain Mark Powell: 
Unfortunately 2009 hasn’t been 
a good year for our men’s team.  
With a very few number of 
players to call upon we were 
always going to struggle against 
the best teams in the 1st 
division and therefore we were 
duly relegated.  Hopefully with a 

much better effort next season we can regain 1st 
division status. 
 
Men’s 2nd Team: Captain Adam Jarvis:  

EPC second team enjoyed a 
successful season in Division 2, 
fol lowing promot ion last 
year.  We played with great 
team spirit, winning the majority 
o f  o u r  m a t c h e s  a n d 
finishing third in the league. 
Special mention goes to Tom 

O'Loughlin and Nick Proctor for narrowly losing a 3 
setter against Davis Cup player Dan Evans and his 
partner.  With a little more luck we could have gained 
promotion to Division 1 certainly a more than 
realistic goal for next year. 
A big thank you to Nick, Tom, Jack Lee and Jeremy 
Holmes for playing the majority of the matches and 
allowing the season to run smoothly!! 
  
Men's 3rd Team: Captain Richard Moore: 

After the frustrations of last 
season, missing out on 
promotion by 2 points, our 
objective was simple, win the 
league. We managed this with 
room to spare - we drew 2 
matches and won the rest. The 
core team was me (Richard 

Moore), Robin Cull, Patrick Cook and Freddie Porter 
and we were helped by valuable contributions from 
Rollie Wilson (in particular), Peter Verow (stepped in 
as a last minute saviour), Waldek Bujalski and Andy 
Browne. 
 
 

Men’s 4th Team: Captain Waldek Bijalski: 
I ended up as a captain of the 
4 th Men team in the 
Birmingham Area Lawn 
Tennis League Division 
4.  Jon Proctor resigned as a 
captain after first match (due 
to work commitments away 
from Birmingham). He initially 
stepped in for Paul Franey 

who could not play due to injury and did not want to 
take responsibility as non playing captain for the 
team.  We played in the same division as our 3rd 
Team (they got promoted to Division 3, 
congratulations!).  The league proved very tough 
especially because I’ve lost three core players from 
the second match onwards due to variety of 
reasons.  Thus it is not a surprise that we got 
relegated despite all our best efforts to stay 
up!  Thanks for all those who played in the 
league.  Gained experience will eventually pay off in 
our new encounters. 
 
Men’s 5th Team: Captain Will Brinkman:  

We were disappointed to 
f i n i s h  4 t h  a n d  m is s 
promotion… or early form just 
disintegrated to an utter 
collapse at Bournville -  a 
team we’d beaten the year 
before 4-0, who beat us 3-1 
a n d  a s  s u c h  w e r e 
promoted…! 

Still great fun with some lasting memories….both 
good and bad… 
Some good tennis all round… I did enjoy 
watching  Chris Martin (at Moorpool) smashing with 
such venom that he lost 4 balls (all their match 
balls)  in the hedge behind… and also being 
privileged to witness  Stuart’s Serena-esque 
moments (also at Moorpool)  
However on the downside, losing with Richard 
Lifford to the “super brats”….!  But most of all I think 
getting soundly beaten (with Ash Seymour) by 
Archery and their 77 year old player….!!!! 
 

B I R M I N G H A M  A R E A  L E A G U E  

M e n ’ s  T e a m s :  L a d i e s  T e a m :  
Upcoming  Events :  
  
Team Trials: 
  
Feb 7th: 10am- 1pm 
  
Players who were in the teams 
this year do not need to trial out 
again. Please encourage anyone 
you know who would like to play 
for a team to come along. All 
captains are welcome to attend. 
  
Team Party: 
  
Feb 27th:  
  
Come down and enjoy the night 
with all team players from squash 
and tennis. Details to be 
confirmed. 

N E W  T E A M  S H I R T S  

Men’s Shirt 

Ladies Shirt 

Leyla will inform all Captains when 
shirts are available to purchase. 


